Guide to Writing an Introductory Paragraph

Name ________________________

Your introductory paragraph in a literary analysis paper need not be longer than four of five sentences.  Follow the basic guidelines, and you should have a good start:

Hook sentence(s) (Three powerful words, quote about leadership, fact or statistic about leaders): 

Bridge (explain your hook and be sure to  include title, author, and genre (TAG) and give a brief overview of The Odyssey):

*Focusing theme/idea (*optional extra sentences providing a smooth transition to your thesis statement):

Thesis statement (expresses the main idea of your paper and what you intend to prove in the body of your essay.  You may offer hints as to what each paragraph will cover, or not.) Add that this essay is about Odysseus’ leadership qualities while in the Cyclops’ cave.
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